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My m otive in  Bonding you t h i s  appeal i s ,  f i r s t ,  th a t  
I admire and r e s p e c t  the d e e p -r o o te d  and n ob le  c o n s c ie n c e  o f  
the A nglo-A m erican  world and, s e co n d ly ,  th at  even ts  f o r c e  me 
t o  the c o n c lu s io n  t h a t , over and above the tragedy  o f  the war, 
we are  now l i v i n g  a r e a l  moral t ra g e d y .  My d e s ir e  t o  speak 
w ith  com plete  fra n k n ess ,  in s te a d  o f  u s in g  the language o f  
d iplom acy and m ain ta in ing  the h a b itu a l  r e t i c e n c e  o f a p o l i ­
t i c i a n  i s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  the b e s t  compliment I can pay you*
You are determ ined t o  win t h is  war at a l l  c o s t s ,  and 
i t  lo o k s  as i f  you were g o in g  t o  do s o .  But are you a l s o  
capa b le  o f  winning the peace -  I mean, a ju s t  p e a ce ,  both  
f a r - s i g h t e d  and c h a r i t a b le  and, co n se q u e n t ly ,  the one peace 
which w i l l  endure? Such a p ea ce ,  which would be a worthy 
aim f o r  you , i s  a lrea d y  s e r i o u s ly  im p e r i l le d ,  f o r  can the 
A t l a n t i c  C h arter , w ith  i t s  d em ocra tic  and l i b e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  
be r e c o n c i l e d  w ith  the m en ta lity  and a c t i v i t i e s  o f  Communist 
R u ss ia ,  a t y r a n n ic a l  d i c t a t o r s h i p  based on clas)s h a tred  end 
a v a s t  system of esp ion age?  Any attempt t o  combine th ese  two 
c o n ce p t io n s  i s  an attempt to  combine water and f i r e !  Remember 
th at  u n t i l  R u ss ia  was invaded by the German army the S o v ie t  
p r e s s ,  b l in d ly  e x e cu t in g  ord ers  from  the Kremlin., c o n s i s t e n t ly  
s c o f f e d  a t  and r i d i c u l e d  the W estern democrac--, and espe­
c i a l l y  your d e m ocra c ies .  Nov; th a t  the fo r tu n e  o f  war has f a ­
voured R u ss ia  -  and you have g r e a t ly  c o n tr ib u te d  t o  t h i s -  
Moscow is  only  pa y in g  l i p - s e r v i c e  t o  the honourable  engage­
ments upon which you have e n te r e d .  I t s  r e a l  o b je c t  i s  f i r s t  
t o  s o v i e t i z e  h e r o ic  F in lan d , i t s  own v ic t im ,  then the small 
B a l t i c  R e p u b l ic s ,  P oland , Rumania, B u lg a r ia , '  J u g o s l a v i a , e t c . 
A l l  Moscow’ s d e c la r a t i o n s ,  in tended merely t o  throw dust, in  
your eyes , do not in  the l e a s t  a l t e r  the s i t u a t i o n .
S t a l in  i s  r e p o r te d  to  have s a id ,  a c c o rd in g  to  a Moscow 
communiqué: "Those who b e l i e v e  that I w ish to  embark on the
adventurous road  o f  conquest g r e a t ly  u n d er -es t im a te  my p r a c t i c  
a l  sen se . P eop le  who draw a n a lo g ie s  between H i t le r  and m yself 
simply show that they know n oth in g  o f  p o l i t i c s " .
But the Marshal f o r g e t s  that he was in  p e r f e c t  a g re e ­
ment w ith that 3ame H i t l e r ,  whom he now d en ies  w ith such s co rn  
when he stabbed Poland in  the back in  s p i t e  o f  the pact o f  
n o n -a g g re ss io n  s ign ed  w ith  h e r .  What was h is  o b j e c t ,  i f  not 
conqu est?  And i f  th ere  i s  no c l o s e  moral resem blance between 
the two d i c t a t o r s ,  how cou ld  they have come to  such a com plete 
understanding  as regards  the p a r t i t i o n  o f  a country  o f  35 m il­
l i o n  in h a b ita n ts?
2By i t s  r e fu s a l  t o  r e c o g n iz e  the P o l i s h  Government in  
London and by i t s  r e j e c t i o n  o f  the f r i e n d l y  o f f e r  o f  m ed ia tion  
made by A m erica , Moscow proves  once a g a in  th a t  i t  wishes t o  
s o v i e t l z e  the whole o f  Poland -  a form o f  an n exation  in vented  
by the B o ls h e v ik s .  But, as Mr. C h u r c h i l l  has ju s t  l o y a l l y  
s ta te d  in  one o f  h is  sp eech es , you d e c la r e d  war on Germany f o r  
the very  purpose o f  d e fen d in g  P o lan d ! Can you when the time 
comes re p u d ia te  your word o f  honour by abandoning Poland t o  so 
m isera b le  a f a t e ?  You are to o  hon est and to o  gentlem anly to  
p la y  that game t o  the end! And what a game! I t  would end in  a 
ly3-nS p e a ce ,  a peace  that would be the s t a r t i n g - p o i n t  o f  ano­
th er  war, ju s t  as were the  t r e a t i e s  o f  V e r s a i l l e s ,  S t .  Germain, 
N e u i l l y ,  S è v re s ,  e t c .  Those t r e a t i e s  which the v i c t o r s  imposed 
on the vanquished took  no accou n t o f e q u ity ,  in te r n a t io n a l  s o ­
l i d a r i t y ,  or com passion , and con sequ en tly  they were s h o r t - l i v e d .  
T he_Treaty o f  S è v re s ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  imposed upon the Ottoman 
Empire by th ose  who were your le a d e r s  then , had as i t s  s o le  aim 
the d e s t r u c t io n  o f  th at  country  as an independent s t a t e .  But 
when the Turks, my form er c o m p a tr io ts ,  r eg a in ed  t h e i r  indepen­
dence by f o r c e  o f  arms, you then r e c o g n iz e d  t h e i r  r ig h t s  by the 
Treaty o f  Lausanne. H i t l e r ,  who had warmly applauded the Turk­
ish  r e t o r t ,  has u n fo r tu n a te ly  read  the le s s o n  am iss, f o r  when 
Ankara t o r e  up that monument o f  in i q u i t y ,  the Treaty o f  S evres , 
she was con ten t  merely to  f o r c e  you and your a l l i e s  to  admit 
Turkey s r i g h t  t o  an independent e x is t e n c e ,  and has u n t i l  now 
r e s p e c te d  th a t  r i g h t  among a l l  her n e ig h b ou rs .  But the German 
C h a n c e l lo r ,  when he t o r e  up the V e r s a i l l e s  Treaty " i n  the name 
of German honour , as he h im s e lf  put i t ,  d id  not r e s p e c t  the 
l i b e r t y  o f  n e igh b ou rin g  p e o p le s  any more than th at  o f  h is  own 
c o m p a tr io t s .  Can honour change i t s  meaning from country  t o  
country?  I t  has the same meaning everywhere and a lw ays. But 
l e t  us now tu rn  t o  another s u b je c t .
W hile a c ce d in g  u n w i l l in g ly ,  i t  i s  t o  be hoped, t o  
M oscow's demands, you have ju s t  broken o f f  n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith 
Turkey because she has r e fu s e d  to  be drawn in to  the war, and 
t h is  owing t o  her b a s ic  i n t e r e s t s .  We have seen the u n fr ie n d ly  
remarks o f  the B r i t i s h  p re s s  and the more v i o l e n t  c r i t i c i s m s  
o f the B o lsh e v ik  p r e s s  on the s u b je c t  * ,  but i t  seems to  me 
that some e s s e n t i a l  f a c t o r s  o f  f a i r l y  r e c e n t  date have not 
been f u l l y  r e a l i s e d .
I f ,  f o r  in s ta n ce ,  Turkey had y ie ld e d  to  c e r t a i n  tempt­
in g  su g g est ion s  and a t t r a c t i v e  p ro p o sa ls  at  the time when Rommel 
was s e r io u s ly  th re a te n in g  Egypt, and had opened her ga tes  t o  the 
Germans to  a l lo w  an a t ta c k  on Mesopotamia and Egypt from the
* P a r t i c u la r ly  the com p le te ly  untrue a c cu sa t io n s  invented by 
Red S tar , the w ell-know n paper of the S o v ie t  Army.
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n o r th , what would have happened? Your arm ies , a t ta ck ed  on two 
s id e s ,  might have been wiped o u t ,  the Suez Canal and the  whole 
o f North A f r i c a  would then  have f a l l e n  in to  the hands o f your 
opponents l i k e  an o v e r r ip e  f r u i t ,  and the war would have taken 
a d i f f e r e n t  cou rse»  By rem aining f a i t h f u l  t o  her word and to  
her  u n d erta k in g s , Turkey c e r t a i n ly  h e lp ed  t o  save G reat B r i ­
t a in  from  an unprecedented  d i s a s t e r .  What a p i t y  th a t  a t  that 
s t r a t e g i c  moment in  her h i s t o r y  when, f o r  a sh ort  t im e , she 
h e ld  the d e s t in y  o f  Europe in  her  hands, she d id  not ask from  you 
in  r e tu rn  f o r  her a l l i a n c e  a fo rm a l u n dertak in g  th a t  you 
demand o f  your R u ss ia n  a l l i e s  th a t  they r e s p e c t  the r i g h t  t o  
independence o f  a l l  c o u n t r ie s ,  o f  a l l  th ose  h on est  p e o p le s  
drawn in to  the war a g a in s t  t h e i r  w i l l ,  from  North t o  South , 
from  F in lan d  to  the B lack  Sea» I imagine th a t  you would w i l l ­
in g ly  have agreed  t o  so w ise  and h on ourab le  a c o n d i t i o n ,  and 
by a c c e p t in g  i t ,  you would have been much b e t t e r  arm ed,m orally  
a t  l e a s t ,  a g a in s t  the greed  o f  your in s a t i a b l e  E a stern  A l l y .
I t  i s  tru e  th a t  Turkey accom p lish ed  her p r o v id e n t ia l  
m iss io n ,  where you were con cern ed , w ithou t s t r i k i n g  a b low .
But i f  the Germans had wished t o  f o r c e  a passage a t  th a t  time 
when the Turkish  army was f a r  from  b e in g  as s tro n g  as i t  is  
now, the Turks would c e r t a i n ly  not have h e s i t a t e d  to  shed 
t h e i r  b lo o d  t o  defend  t h e i r  homes, as they had done d u rin g  the 
G reek -T u rk ish  war, when they had been  disarm ed by you i Very 
f o r t u n a t e ly  the  Germans made no such attem p t; but th ere  i s  
more to  be s a id .
When the German armies were advancing v i c t o r i o u s l y  to  
the n orth  o f  the Caucasus, B e r l in  would have l ik e d  n oth in g  
b e t t e r  than t o  see th a t  p a rt  o f  the Turkish army which was con ­
c e n tra te d  on the R u ss ia n  f r o n t i e r  a t ta ck  the Caucasus from the 
south» In  t h i s  case  t o o ,  i f  Turkey had y i e l d e d ,  the R u ssian  
army o f  the Caucasus, caught between two f i r e s ,  might have c o l ­
la p s e d ,  and the en slaved  p e o p le  o f  th a t  r e g io n  might have been  
f r e e d  from  the S o v ie t  y ok e . For i t  must be remembered th at  
at  the end o f  the form er w orld  war th ree  Independent r e p u b l i c s  
had been  se t  up in  the southern  Caucasus: The R ep u b lic  o f  
A z e rb a id ja n  whose c a p i t a l  was the famous town o f  Baku and the 
m a jo r ity  o f  whose in h a b ita n ts  vie re  genuine Turks; the Armenian 
R e p u b lic  w ith  T l f l l s  as c a p i t a l ,  which had Just as much r ig h t  
t o  be r e s p e c t e d ;  and , f i n a l l y ,  a t h ir d  r e p u b l i c  o f  G eorg ia n s , 
the co m p a tr io ts  o f  the i l l u s t r i o u s  Marshal S t a l i n !
What has been  the f a t e  o f  th ose  unhappy r e p u b l i c s ?  They 
have van ished  in  f i r e  and b lo o d .  Some o f  t h e i r  in h a b ita n ts  
havin g  r e b e l l e d  a g a in st  the Red in v a s io n ,  were p i t i l e s s l y  mas­
sacred  or d ep orted  to  S ib e r ia ,  to g e th e r  with the C ir ca s s ia n s  
o f  the North who r e fu s e d  to  be b o l s h e v ls e d .  And t o  think th a t  at 
the League o f  N ations you had guaranteed the independence o f 
th a t  very R e p u b lic  o f  G eorg ia  whose government, they say, is  
s t i l l  in  e x i l e !
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Thus Turkey c o n t r ib u t e d ,  a lth ou g h  i n d i r e c t l y ,  t o  the
p re se n t  v i c t o r i e s  o f  R u ss ia  h e r s e l f « I t  may be added in  p a ss in g  
th a t  the Turkish Government p rob a b ly  kept in  mind, and r i g h t l y ,  
a s e r v i c e ,  though not a d i s i n t e r e s t e d  s e r v i c e ,  which L e n in 's  
R u ss ia  had rendered  her e a r l i e r 0 But can one ex p e c t  any s o r t  
o f  g r a t i t u d e  from  Moscow?
Truly  the s i t u a t i o n  o f  Turkey d u rin g  t h is  war i s  extrem ely  
d e l i c a t e o  A lth ou gh  twenty yea rs  ago I was o b l ig e d  once more to  
take the road  in to  e x i l e ,  i t  is  w ith  i n f i n i t e  joy  th at  I see 
th a t  the sympathies o f  my form er co m p a tr io ts  are on your s i d e .
I b e l i e v e  th a t  the s o c i a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e  o f  the Turk­
is h  p e o p le  i s  q u it e  cap a b le  o f  un derstan d in g  the t e r r i b l e  dan­
g e rs  th a t  the w orld  must fa c e  owing t o  the two pow erfu l d i c ­
t a t o r s h ip s  th a t  are  now a t  g r ip s  w ith  one a n oth er .  The e n l i g h t ­
ened le a d e r s  a t  Ankara, from  the H onorable  P re s id e n t  Ismet Inb'nu 
downwards, cannot but be aware th at  they do not run the same 
r i s k s  in  your company; f o r  i t  i s  not you who have co v e te d  
I s ta n b u l  and the D a rd a n e lles  f o r  c e n t u r i e s .  But you have a very 
d i s q u i e t i n g  a l l y  whose b a re ly  d is g u is e d  aim is  t o  s o v i e t i z e  
Europe s te p  by s t e p .
I t  may perhaps be argued th a t  from  time t o  time Ankara 
shows much sympathy towards the S o v i e t s .  I t  may be so ,  but that 
i s  not my a f f a i r .  I have n e i th e r  the r i g h t  nor the d e s ir e  to  
i n t e r f e r e  in  the a f f a i r s  o f  a cou n try  t o  which I no lo n g e r  be­
lo n g ;  though th at  does not p reven t  me from  l o v in g  i t  now even 
more d i s i n t e r e s t e d l y  than b e f o r e .  And i t  i s  w ith anguish th at  
I ask m yself  how Turkey can keep her independence i f  from the 
n orth  t o  the sou th , from  F in lan d  t o  B u lg a r in ,  every  country  and 
p e o p le  who form  the b r id g e  betw een the e a s t  .and the west were
f a l l  under the dom in ation  o f Moscow.Are the Turks t o  g iv e  t h e i r  
l i f e - b l o o d  t o  the  detr im en t o f  t h e i r  own independence? Would i t  
oven be in  accord a n ce  w ith  your r e a l  in t e r e s t s  f o r  Turkey t o  
embark upon such an adventure? C e r ta in ly  n o t ,  f o r  b o lsh ev ism  
and R u ss ia n  p r o l e t a r ia n  im p eria lism  ( I )  not only  th re a te n  
Turkey and her n e ig h b ou rs , they th re a te n  the whole o f  Europe, 
not t o  m ention A s ia  and A f r i c a ,  where Communist propaganda is  
a lrea d y  a c t i v e l y  engaged.
That propaganda, so c l e v e r l y  org a n ized  f o r  more than 
twenty y e a r s ,  i s  a s t r i k i n g  p r o o f  o f  th ese  a s s e r t io n s  which 
have, m oreover, been  made by so many Im p a rtia l  o b s e r v e r s .
M. G eorges R i g a s s i ,  the d i s t in g u is h e d  D ir e c t o r  o f  the 
G azette , de Lausanne , wrote the f o l l o w in g  l i n e s  in  h is  paper, 
on January 1 5 , in  an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "S w itze r la n d  and the Rus­
s ia n  Mystery : "Supposing  even -and t h is  i s  f a r  from c e r t a i n ,  
nor i s  i t  even p r o b a b le -  th a t  S o v ie t  R u ss ia  i s  growing w ise r ,  
can one deduce th at  the Communist danger has d isappeared?  Far 
from  i t .  The danger remains as g re a t  a th re a t  as ever in  a l l
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c o u n t r ie s  where Communism has been c r e a te d ,  d i r e c t e d  and i n s p i r -  
red  by Moscow f o r  more than twenty y e a r s .  In  th ose  c o u n t r ie s  
-we in S w itzer la n d  know something o f  i t -  f a n a t i c a l  Communism o f  
the o ld  brand i s  s t i l l  r i f e ,  n e g le c t in g  no o c c a s io n  to  foment 
h a tred  and d i v i s i o n ,  and t o  prepare  a r e v o l u t i o n  which would 
d e s tro y  our in te r n a l  order  and o b l i t e r a t e  our l i b e r t i e s .  On 
t h is  p o in t  no i l l u s i o n s  are p o s s i b l e ;  b o lsh ev ism  i s  s t i l l  a 
r e a l  p e r i l ,  and a p e r i l  which has been fu r t h e r  in cre a se d  by 
the war and i t s  con seq u en ces ."
Thi3 pa ssa ge , in  i t s  adm irable  summing up, i s  not the ex ­
p r e s s io n  o f  a p e rso n a l  o p in io n ,  i t  i s  the v o i c e  o f  t ru th  i t ­
s e l f  1 And th a t  v o i c e  speaks a g a in , through the words o f  the 
eminent Swiss h i s t o r i a n ,  P r o fe s s o r  Edmond R o s s i e r ,  th a t  l i b e r a l  
th in k e r ,  so f a r - s e e i n g ,  so f u l l  o f  f r i e n d l y  f e e l i n g s  towards 
you : *
"O b v io u s ly " ,  he says , " S t a l i n  is  an xiou s t o  Impress h i s  
a l l i e s :  a f t e r  having  made known h is  w ish es , he has is su ed  a 
w arning. But i s  i t  p o s s ib l e  t o  comply? The agreement c o n c lu d ­
ed w ith  M. Bénés la y s  C ze ch o s lo v a k ia  open t o  S o v ie t  in f lu e n c e  
as soon  as the country  i s  l i b e r a t e d .  I f  Poland a c c e p ts  the same 
rég im e, a fo rm id a b le  br id geh ea d  w i l l  have been c re a te d  by B o l ­
shevism in  the h ea rt  o f  the C o n t in e n t .  For Germany, where a 
r e v o lu t i o n  may break out as i t  d id  in  1918, th ere  is  a govern ­
ment a l l  ready in  Moscow. What w i l l  then  be l e f t  in  Europe of 
the s o v e re ig n ty  o f  s ta te s ?  S u re ly  England and America are not 
f i g h t i n g  to  c r e a te  a new hegemony?"
L et us hope s o .  But i t  i s  Mr. C h u r c h i l l  -whose h e r o ic  
energy in  the days o f  h i s  c o u n t r y 's  g r e a t e s t  t r i b u l a t i o n  I 
have never ceased  t o  adm ire- who seems t o  d e s tro y  t h i s  l e g i ­
t im ate  hope when, in  h i s  l a s t  speech , he sa y s : " i t  was w ith 
g re a t  p le a su re  th at  I l e a r n t  th a t  Marshal S t a l i n  was r e s o lv e d  
upon the maintenance o f  a s tro n g  and independent Poland as one
of the le a d in g  Powers in  E u rope .........I am con v in ced  th a t  t h is  i s
the d e f i n i t e  p o l i c y  o f  the S o v ie t  U n ion ."  I f  th a t  is  so , why 
then d id  Marshal S t a l i n  r e j e c t  P re s id e n t  R o o s e v e l t 's  m ed ia tion  
in  fa v ou r  o f  the P o l i s h  Government in  London? Why d id  the 
S o v ie t  p re s s  s y s te m a t ic a l ly  in s u l t  th a t  same P o l i s h  Government 
in  e x i l e  and why does i t  con tin u e  to  do so? Why does "Red S tar"  
d e s c r ib e  " th e  idea  o f  c l o s e r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  between the sm all 
and m edium-sized European s t a t e s ,a s  proposed  from time to  time 
by the Turkish p re ss "  as com p le te ly  absurd and im p ra c t ica b le ?  
Because the Kremlin wishes t o  dominate f i r s t  the S lav  c o u n tr ie s  
and then c o n t in e n ta l  Europe. I f  Germany were t o  c a p i t u la t e  un­
c o n d i t i o n a l l y ,  as London and Washington wish, she to o  would be
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b o l s h e v iz e d .  Then the supple and magnanimous Marshal would say: 
" i  want Germany to  be s tro n g  and in depen den t!"  Moscow i s ,  in  
f a c t ,  a lrea d y  say in g  i t , b u t  through the German G eneral von 
S e i d l i t z  who i s  a p r is o n e r  o f  war in  R u ss ia  and Moscow’ s u n o f ­
f i c i a l  spokesman. In h i s  re p e a te d  ap pea ls  t o  h is  German com­
p a t r i o t s  von S e i d l i t z  d e c la r e s :  "We want Germany t o  be f r e e
and in d ep en d en t!"  As f r e e ,  no dou bt , as the honest and unhappy 
R u ss ia n  p e o p le  who are accustom ed to  obey the r e ig n in g  d i c t a t o r  
whether he be c a l l e d  Tsar, Lenin, S t a l i n ,  e t c .
True th a t  the Germans, t o o ,  are used t o  obey in g  t h e i r  le a d ­
e r s .  But i t  takes a G eneral Smuts or someone l i k e  him t o  be so 
co m p le te ly  Ignorant o f  the c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e  between the Ger­
man and the  R u ssian  p e o p le s .  I f  the problem  is  examined im­
p a r t i a l l y  the very  l o g i c  o f  even ts  o b l i g e s  us t o  r e c o g n iz e  th at  
i t  i s  com p a ra tive ly  e a s ie r  t o  d e l i v e r  the Germans from t h e i r  
d i c t a t o r s h i p  than the R u ss ia n s , and th at  th at  d e l iv e r a n c e  i s  
n earer  a t  hand. This i s  the c a p i t a l  problem  which the m a jor ity  
o f  the A nglo-A m erican  w orld  has not y e t  r e a l i z e d ,  f o r  th a t  majo­
r i t y  seems t o  assume th at  the R u ssian  p e o p le  are f r e e .  In  t h is  
i t  i s  w h olly  wrong. But the p e r i l  cannot be removed by Ign or in g , 
or seeming to  ig n o re ,  so elem entary a t r u th .
This b e in g  s o ,  the g rea t  in v a s io n  which you are  so z e a lo u s ­
l y  p re p a r in g  would only  serve  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  a r i s i n g  d i c t a t o r ­
sh ip  t o  one which is  c o l l a p s i n g ! .......... I s  i t  in  order  t o  b r in g
about such a ca ta s tro p h e  th a t  you are p re p a r in g  to  shed the 
b lo o d  o f  your h e r o ic  sons? In  view  o f  t h i s  t e r r i b l e  moral t r a ­
gedy, how g re a t  was my ad m ira tion  and my g r a t i tu d e  when I read 
the f o l l o w i n g  te legram  from "E x t e l " :
"The Women's I n te r n a t io n a l  League f o r  Peace and Freedom 
has sent an appeal to  P re s id e n t  R o o s e v e l t  ask ing  th at  the inva­
s io n  o f  Europe should be d e la y ed  u n t i l  a l l  p r o s p e c ts  o f  rea ch in g  
an agreement w ith  the German p eop le  f o r  the c o n c lu s io n  o f  peaee 
r e g a r d le s s  o f  the v e to  o f  the N a t i o n a l - S o c i a l i s t  le a d e rs  have 
d isa p p e a re d ."  The appeal fu r th e r  p o in t s  out th at  "any idea  o f  
u n c o n d it io n a l  surrender must be abandoned s in ce  th at  form ula  has 
merely served  t o  u n ite  the t e r r i f i e d  p e o p le s  o f  Europe more 
f i r m ly  and t o  s tren g th en  t h e i r  w i l l  t o  f i g h t  t o  the end to  e s ­
cape a v i n d i c t i v e  p e a c e ! "
Honour and y e t  more honour t o  these  American women who 
show such adm irable Judgment and moral sen se i
And indeed i t  i s  la c k  o f  Judgment and la ck  o f  c o n s c ie n ce  
which are the two c a la m it ie s  at  the very r o o t  o f  t h i s  a p p a l l in g ­
ly  f r a t r i c i d a l  war. But i t  should be added, w ith r e l i e f  and
fr a t i t u d e ,  th a t  you p o sse ss  in  England and in  America a s o c i a l  l i t e  w ith  h igh  powers o f  Judgment and o f  c o n s c ie n ce  which com­
p e l  r e s p e c t  and a d m ira tion . Here i s  a fu r th e r  p r o o f  o f t h i s :
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In  the G azette  de Lausanne1 o f  20 jan u ary  1944 I read  the summary 
o f an a r t i c l e  on R u ss ia  w r i t te n  by Mr. Eastman, P r o fe s s o r  at  
Columbia U n iv e r s ity  and p u b lish e d  in  th e "Reade r s ' D ig est '  ^ The 
author who f o r  the past 18 y ea rs  has s p e c i a l i z e d  in  the study 
o f  Marxism and o f  R u ss ia ,  which he knows p e r s o n a l l y s a y s  : "An 
a s to n is h in g  number o f  our p e o p le ,  our rev iew s ,a n d  our i n f l u e n t i a l  
newspapers pay s e r v i l e  f l a t t e r y  t o  R u s s ia .  I t  has become the 
p r i n c i p a l  p r e o c cu p a t io n  o f  many i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and o f f i c i a l s  t o  
d i s c o v e r  v i r t u e s  in  S t a l i n 's  t y r a n n ic a l  régime" .And having noted 
th a t  the R ussian  c o n s t i t u t i o n  guarantees no l i b e r t i e s ,  i t  only- 
guarantees the d i c t a t o r s h i p " ,  Mr, Eastman co n c lu d e s :  "The whole 
system i s  e n fo rc e d  by a s e c r e t  p o l i c e  which would have aroused  
envy in  the h e a rts  o f  the Pharaohsi "
I wish t o  pay homage t o  the competent and c o n s c ie n t io u s  
author of the above a r t i c l e ,  and I warmly c o n g r a tu la te  the g rea t  
American rev iew  fEhs R eaders ' D ig e st," on having had the courage 
to  p u b l i s h  such an a r t i c l e  a t  t h i s  time«
I t  is  by c o n s u l t in g  and h eed in g  the a d v ice  of men cf that calibre 
th at  you co u ld  perhaps save the w orld  from an immense d i s a s t e r  
which is  coming nearer  w ith  g ig a n t ic  s t r i d e s .  The author o f  
t h i s  modest a r t i c l e  hopes in  a l l  f r i e n d l i n e s s  and from the 
bottom  o f  h is  h ea rt  th at  you w i l l  perform  t h is  m ira c le  w h ich ,a t  
the moment, seems w holly  beyond re a ch ! But th ere  is  a D iv in e  
P rov id en ce  i n f i n i t e l y  more p ow erfu l than human thoughts and 
w i l l .  The D ic t a t o r  a t  the Kremlin and h is  i l l - f a t e d  companions 
may se t  up museums to  in s u l t  God, they cannot remove Him.
I t  i s  a l s o  an e r r o r  - t h e  most t r a g i c  o f  a l l -  to  b e l i e v e  
th at  the whole u n iv erse  i s  the produ ct  o f  b l in d  chan ce . How 
then are we to  e x p la in  a l l  the cosm ic law s, o f  which we know 
only an in f in i t e s i m a l  p a rt?  B lin d  chance or the u n con sciou s  
a c t i o n  o f e l e c t r o n s  e x p la in s  n o th in g . But l i v i n g  and c o n c r e te  
thought can d is c o v e r  the S p i r i t  in  m atter , and deep i n t u i t i o n  
f i n d s  i t  in  the very  inmost o f  our b e in g .  There is  an i n t e r ­
dependence, a h idden  s o l i d a r i t y  in  the u n iv erse  which works in  
s p i t e  o f  a l l  apparent c o n t r a d i c t i o n s .  On the human p lane we 
c a l l  i t  C h a r ity .  G entle  as i t  i s ,  i t  cannot be f la u n te d  w ith 
im punity, f o r  i t  w i l l  triumph in the end. H is to r y ,  s tu d ie d  
from t h is  p o in t  o f  v iew , proves  c l e a r l y  th at  ev e ry th in g  based 
on v i o l e n c e ,  on tyranny and on vengeance does not l a s t . .
We cannot t h e r e fo r e  remain I n d i f f e r e n t  t o  the s u f f e r in g s  
o f  the German p e o p le ,  any more than t o  th ose  o f  any oth er  p eo ­
p l e -  I would even add, t o  th ose  o f  any l i v i n g  c r e a t u r e . . .  With­
out c h a r i t y ,  w ithout that "h ig h e r  reason " th ere  would be no 
r e a l  peace ; but th ere  would be a t ra v e s ty  o f  peace which i t 3 e l f  
would prove the source  o f  f r e s h  d i s a s t e r s ,  as were the t r e a t i e s  
o f  V e r s a i l l e s ,  o f  Saint-G erm ain, o f  S èvres , e t c . . .  God p reserv e  
us from i t !
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